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1. Since my arrival Saigon I have reviewed all’ messages sent Dept in 

■ U*S. 


my absence and have discussed events past week with all Qriefs.bf-MiBWtsmei 

'• * • - A / 

2. I am convinced that Kidder has conducted himself extremely well 

during my absence. Not- only didhe follow American policy, but he shewed 

. . . ' ■» 

judgment and restraint in, discussions with Ely and Van Laethem. Kiddei* 

• ; / * ' • ■ \ 
confirms that he made no such statement as attributed to him by. Ely, though 

* ■ . i ' : ‘ # 

' • • / • ■ * 

he did point Out differences in our point of view as to support of Diem. 

Conversation this morning with Ambassador Stephenson confirms- fact that Ely 

was highly excited and emotional during this period. 

'■ 3 . Ely was completely calm yesterday during our discussion, but did 

make one sl igh t reference to Kidder, who was present. I Immediately stated 
' 1 ' ^ '• * 
that Kidder had done no more nor less than I 1 would have done, and that I 

f ully supported his actions. Ely did not press the point,. but Van Laethem • 
80 „ ■ ' . 
became /satirical* in answering my questions with respect to "proof* of 

alleged Viet Minh penetration into Diem entourage, that I- had to speak • . 

rattier sharply to him. \ . 

» ( • 
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L. French have sniped at LanSdale ever since I have been here. I have 


consistently defended him and wil l continue to do so* He has performed a 
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highly useful service and has definitely been a restraining influence not 
only on Diem but on such characters as Trinh Minh The, who has a strong 
anti-French bias. We must maintain contact with people like The, and 
Lansdale is our best agent for this purpose. 

$• This attitude of Berard's, which reflects Ely's irritation with 
US policy towards Diem, is one of the most disturbing developments which 

has transpired during the current crisis. At my weekly Staff Meeting this 

1 

momipg I was somewhat shocked at the strong anti-French feeling among the 
staff officers present^ as a result of incidents of the past week* I am 
studying this situation, as well as the widening breech between the Vietnamese 
and the French,, in an attempt to determine what can be done by ourselves and 
the French to curb these growing frictions, which if permitted to grow could 
have disastrous results . I will report further on this in my overall evaluation 
of the situation sometime tomorrow. 


KIDDER 









